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ACI Honorary Member and Past President, Professor
James (Jim) K. Wight, passed away on June 8, 2026. Wight
will always be remembered as a kind, noble, and brilliant
person who dedicated his professional career to educating and
mentoring generations of students, young professors, and
structural engineers. He received his BSE and MSE in civil
engineering from Michigan State University, East Lansing,
MI, USA, in 1969 and 1970, respectively. He then pursued his
doctoral studies at the University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign, Champaign, IL, USA, under the supervision of
ACI Honorary Member Mete A. Sozen, receiving his PhD in
1973. While at the University of Illinois, Wight conducted
pioneering work on shear strength decay in reinforced
concrete columns subjected to reversed cyclic loading, which
has had a profound impact on the design of earthquake-
resistant concrete columns and beams for the past 50 years. It
was while studying the results of his column tests that he
identified the apparent “disappearance” of the yield plateau in
longitudinal steel reinforcement of members subjected to a
moment gradient.

In 1973, Wight joined the faculty in the Department of
Civil Engineering at the University of Michigan (U of M),
Ann Arbor, MI, (later the Department of Civil and
Environmental Engineering), where he served as a professor
for nearly 50 years. His classes were masterful, and his door
was always open to assist students and colleagues. During his
first 3 years as an Assistant Professor at U of M, Wight won
the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) U of M
Student Chapter Teacher of the Year Award, for which the
recipient is selected annually by universal vote among the
students in the department. He later went on to receive this
award nine times. Throughout his career at U of M, he taught
a wide variety of undergraduate and graduate courses on
structural analysis, reinforced concrete design, and prestressed
concrete. Wight advised more than 30 PhD students at U of
M, many of them later becoming successful faculty members
and practicing engineers in the United States and abroad. He
co-authored three editions of the textbook Reinforced
Concrete—Mechanics and Design with ACI Honorary
Member and Past President James G. MacGregor, later
becoming the sole author.

Wight and his students conducted experimental studies that
resulted in significant contributions to the earthquake-resistant
design of reinforced concrete beam-to-column connections.
He was the first to call attention to the column-to-beam
moment strength ratio as a key parameter in the design
process. Minimum limits for that parameter are now part of
the design codes for reinforced concrete structures. He was
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also the first to define acceptable ratios between the column
depth and the diameter of beam reinforcing bars passing
through the joint to avoid an early loss of bond and excessive
slip of the bars within the joint. As Subcommittee Chair of
ACI-ASCE Committee 352, Joints and Connections in
Monolithic Concrete Structures, in the early 1980s, he led the
effort that resulted in ACI 352-85, “Recommendations for
Design of Beam-Column Joints in Monolithic Reinforced
Concrete Structures,” which represented a radical change in
the design of beam-column joints and served as the basis for
the design provisions for beam-column joints in ACI CODE-
318, particularly for earthquake motions. Under Wight’s
leadership, ACI Committee 352 expanded its mission to
include slab-column connections, completing the first edition
of ACI 352.1R-89, “Recommendations for Design of Slab-
Column Connections in Monolithic Reinforced Concrete
Structures.”

In 1980-1981, Wight spent a 1-year sabbatical leave in
Japan and was involved in the construction and simulated
earthquake testing of a full-scale reinforced concrete building.
This large-scale “proof test” verified the adequacy of several
reinforcement details used in earthquake-resistant concrete
structures in the United States. This project also initiated a
20+ year series of cooperative research programs between the
United States and Japan. After his return from Japan, Wight
designed the large-scale structural engineering laboratory at U
of M and was instrumental in securing the necessary funds for
its construction and equipment. This laboratory was the
second in the United States to feature an L-shape reaction wall
and enabled hundreds of students to conduct pioneering
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research in reinforced concrete, prestressed concrete, and steel
structures at U of M.

Wight served on post-earthquake reconnaissance teams
after several major earthquakes, including earthquakes in
California, Japan, Mexico, Chile, Armenia, India, and Egypt.
He was also involved with the Applied Technology Council
(ATC) project to develop the FEMA 273/274 documents on
“Guidelines for the Seismic Rehabilitation of Buildings.” This
was the first performance-based seismic design document
written in the United States. Wight and ACI Honorary
Member Jack P. Moehle of the University of California,
Berkeley, Berkeley, CA, USA, were the primary authors of the
chapter on reinforced concrete structures and led the effort to
define acceptance criteria for concrete frame and wall
elements at various damage states. FEMA 273/274 was a
widely referenced document that was made into an ASCE
design standard for performance-based seismic rehabilitation
of structures.

An ACI member for more than 50 years, Wight served as
Chair of the ACI Technical Activities Committee; ACI
Committee 318, Structural Building Code; and ACI
Committee 352. He also served as ACI President from
2012-2013, enhancing the structure of ACI’s international
involvement and collaboration.

Wight received numerous ACI awards for his contributions
to the concrete industry and the education of structural
engineers, including the Wason Medal for Most Meritorious
Paper, the Structural Research Award (now the Mete A. S6zen
Award for Excellence in Structural Research), the Joe W.
Kelly Award (now the Clyde E. Kesler Education Award), the
Delmar L. Bloem Distinguished Service Award, the Alfred E.
Lindau Award, and the ACI Foundation Arthur J. Boase
Award. In 2014, a series of technical sessions were held in his
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“ACI is the premier organization for the concrete
industry. Becoming an active member will
enhance anyone’s professional career.” —John F.

ACI Membership means high value.
ACI members know it.
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honor, which resulted in the ACI Special Publication SP-311,
James K. Wight: A Tribute from his Students and Colleagues.
In 2020, Wight received ACI’s highest honor, Honorary
Member. Wight loved his work with ACI committees and
attending ACI Concrete Conventions, maintaining his
personal involvement in ACI for several years after his
retirement.

In all of Wight’s endeavors, he was the consummate
gentleman, steadfastly pursuing his educational,
professional, and organizational objectives with
commitment, kindness, and patience. Wight could likewise
provide assertive leadership to maintain progress toward
deadlines to which the group had committed. He was a
family man, talking with deep pride and affection about
family accomplishments and adventures. He enjoyed playing
golf and cheering for U of M football, cherishing his many
hours in “The Big House”. He will be greatly missed by all
who had the pleasure of meeting him, working with him, and
receiving his advice and mentorship.
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In honor of Wight’s legacy, the ACI Foundation has
created the James K. Wight Reinforced Concrete Design
Fellowship to support graduate students pursuing studies
in reinforced concrete structures. This Fellowship ensures
that Wight’s dedication to education and the industry
continues for generations to come. Those who wish to
honor his memory may do so by contributing to the
Fellowship and helping to shape the next generation of
concrete leaders. To learn more or to donate, visit
www.acifoundation.org/jamesKWightReinforced
ConcreteDesignFellowship.

The ACI Foundation’s mission is rooted in building the
future of the concrete industry. With the support of donors, the
Foundation makes strategic investments in ideas, research,
and people to use concrete effectively and sustainably to meet
the demands of a changing world. This is achieved by driving
research, supporting promising students, and fostering
innovation that uplifts the entire industry. Your support plays
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an important role as the 2026 ACI Foundation Annual Appeal
is launched. Support is needed for three programs that make a
lasting difference.

Support students who are excited to take on leadership
roles in ACI with the Student Leadership Convention Fund.
ACI Committee S805, Student Leadership Council, is led by
students who often lack the means to travel to conventions to
participate in person. Donating to this fund will benefit these
student leaders by awarding them a travel stipend to support
their ACI Concrete Convention fees.

Now more than ever, it is important for young
professionals to be able to engage with the concrete industry
through ACI Conventions. The Young Professionals
Convention Fund offsets the ACI Convention registration cost
for young professionals who often lack the support to attend.
Donations to this fund will boost the current Women in ACI
Young Professional Registration awards, allowing the
program to award more young professionals.

Due to a shift in funding and to reflect the general nature of
the donors, the name of the Veteran Rebate Program has been
changed to the Veteran Certification Assistance Program. The
ACI Foundation would like to thank CMEC Holdings for its
partnership and support for this program. As of June 1, 2026,
the original 125,000 USD contribution from CMEC Holdings
had been fully used, demonstrating both the strong demand
for and meaningful impact of this initiative. The impact of the
Veteran Rebate Program as of June 1, 2026, is:
® 541 applications submitted,;
® 58 applications denied due to eligibility requirements; and
® 483 rebates awarded.

Because several veterans received rebates for more than
one first-time certification program, the total number of
individual veterans assisted is approximately 375. The ACI
Foundation has also raised an additional 18,500 USD from
members of the ACI community and will continue
fundraising efforts to help extend the program’s reach. Now
that the Veteran Certification Assistance Program is fully
community-funded, there is a need for consistent industry
funding to keep the program available. Donations are still
needed to extend the program into 2027. To contribute, visit
www.acifoundation.org/giving/helpfundawards/step/
stepl_giftinformation.aspx.

Join the ACI Foundation from August 2-4, 2027, at the
Kansas City Marriott Country Club Plaza, Kansas City, MO,

USA, for the 2027 Concrete Innovation Forum. The Concrete
Innovation Forum is an industry-wide educational and
networking event for concrete professionals, led by the
Concrete Innovation Council (CIC). To support ACI’s
expanding focus on technology and innovation, the CIC
collaborates with the concrete community to support
innovative solutions for industry-wide challenges. The 2026
Concrete Innovation Forum was a great success, and readers
can look forward to upcoming articles in Concrete
International on topics discussed at the event. The ACI
Foundation’s 2027 forum will be an opportunity to connect
with representatives from material suppliers, architecture and
engineering firms, contractors, academics, top-level
executives, and regulatory agencies. Attendees will learn from
industry experts about current trends, emerging technologies,
and new product innovations. For more information, visit
www.acifoundation.org/innovation/forums.aspx.

Have you thought about the advancement of the
concrete industry in the years to come? The ACI
Foundation programs focus on building the future of the
concrete industry and rely on organizations and
individuals like you who want to pay it forward and give
back to the industry that you helped advance and for
which you have a passion.
® A gift to the ACI Foundation is an opportunity to

invest in the next generation of leaders, new technical

knowledge, and innovation.

® A gift to the ACI Foundation as part of your financial
plan, whether through your estate, will, donor-
advised fund, cash, stocks, bonds, insurance, or other
retirement assets, will carry your technical legacy
into the future of the concrete industry.

It’s never too early to plan your legacy. To start the
conversation, contact Kari Martin, ACI Foundation
Fundraising Manager, at +1.248.848.3757 or
kari.martin@acifoundation.org.

Honor the memory of someone who made a
significant impact in your life with a tribute donation
to the ACI Foundation. Your gift will preserve their
legacy while also making a positive impact on the
industry. A tribute donation lays the groundwork for a
bright future while honoring the past. Donate online at
www.acifoundation.org/giving.
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