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Reference: RFP-2026-P0094 Concrete Surface Measurements 

Introduction & Project Description 

The goal of this project is to update and improve the American Concrete Institute’s (ACI) 
“Guide to Formed Concrete Surfaces” ACI 347.3R-13. This document provides guidance to 
project owners, designers, contractors, formwork and concrete suppliers about formed 
concrete surfaces. The guide is often used by specifiers and contractors to help define 
concrete finishes for jobs. However, concerns exist with the continued use of the guide 
because it uses a mix of objective and subjective criteria when categorizing formed 
concrete surfaces.  

A 2017 review of the document by Ward. R. Malisch, P.E., PhD (PI) and Heather J. Brown, 
PhD (Co-PI) proposed eliminating the Concrete Surface Category requirements for Surface 
Void Ratio and Color Uniformity until a sampling plan and standardized measurement 
method can be developed from field data to show that  classifications for these two 
properties are clearly differentiated and can be consistently produced.  

ACI Technical Committee 347 Formwork for Concrete has recently transferred ownership 
of the document to ACI Technical Committee 303 Architectural Cast-in-Place Concrete. 
ACI 303 is ready to begin revising the guide. This is the first phase of what we hope will be a 
multi-phase project with the second phase being the development and implementation of 
a standardized measurement methodology. 

Funding Organization 

The ACI Foundation is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization. The Foundation supports a 
wide range of research and educational initiatives that contribute to keeping the concrete 
industry at the forefront of technological advances in material composition, design, and 
construction. Supporting the research needs of ACI technical committees is important to 
the Foundation.  

Please note the following funding constraints: 

1. Projects resulting in proprietary end products will not be funded.  
2. Indirect costs (university overhead) are limited to 15%. 

 
Scope of Work & Deliverables 

Conduct a global literature search and identify technologies/methodologies that can be 
used to quantitatively assess Surface Void Ratio and Color Uniformity on formed concrete 
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surfaces. We assume different methods will be required for each property. Current CSC 
requirements are listed in ACI 347.3R-13, Table 3.1a and further detailed throughout the 
guide. 

Provide the following: 

1. The basic concept/science behind each proposed technology or method. 
2. Confirm whether the technology or method is currently being used on concrete 

surfaces. 
3. Prioritize technologies in the order of the best fit taking consideration for eventual 

deployment to the field (accuracy, speed and cost). 
 

Solicitation Schedule 

RFP Opens: April 20, 2026 

Deadline for Questions: May 18, 2026 

RFP Closes: June 15, 2026 

Award Announced: by June 30, 2026 

Point of Contact 

Tricia G. Ladely 
Assistant Director 
ACI Foundation 
Email: Tricia.Ladely@acifoundation.org 
Phone: +1-724-601-3075 
 
Budget 

The submitted budget should not exceed $6,000 (USD). 

Criteria for Selection 

All submissions will be assessed by the following: 

1. Experience 
Provide a resume, CV and examples of similar work. 

2. Cost 
Show costs per task and type of work. 

3. Responsiveness  
Submission data and response to any follow up questions. 
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Format & Submission Deadline 

Submissions should include a cover letter and proposal description. Submissions must be 
submitted in electronic form (Word or PDF) and include the following information on the 
first page of the document: 

1. Project Title  
2. Organization Name and Address 
3. Project Manager – name, email, phone 

Exceptions to the RFP requirements are discouraged and must be clearly delineated in the 
proposal response to this RFP. Non-compliant and conditional proposals may not be 
considered. 


